FY14 Call for SURP Concept Papers
	TO:
	All JPL Employees


	FROM:
	Daniel McCleese, Chief Scientist, and Jonas Zmuidzinas, Chief Technologist


	SUBJECT:
	FY 2014 SURP Call for Strategic University Research Partnership Program (SURP) Concept Papers



	SURP Concept Paper Deadline: Wednesday, February 27, 2013, by 4:00 pm PST
The JPL Strategic University Research Partnership (SURP) Program is soliciting one-page concept papers for the FY 2014 funding cycle for collaborative research with our established Strategic Partners at the following academic institutions:

Arizona State University

Stanford University

Carnegie Mellon University

University of Arizona

Dartmouth College

University of California, Los Angeles

Georgia Institute of Technology

University of Michigan

Massachusetts Institute of Technology

University of Southern California

Princeton University

University of Texas, Austin

This SURP proposal cycle is intended to provide resources to initiate and cultivate collaborative efforts, including the engagement of undergraduate and graduate students, which are of mutual strategic value for NASA research and missions between JPL and the Strategic University Partners listed above. Proposed activities can be Research Initiatives for collaborative basic and applied research (up to a cap of $100k/year, to be shared between JPL and the partner) or collaborative Student Research Initiatives in basic and applied research, to facilitate group research projects for undergraduate and graduate students (up to a cap of $25k/year). The collaborative Student Research Initiatives will involve a JPL PI, a university faculty collaborator and one or more students. Student Research Initiative proposals that span up to three years may be accepted, providing that there is adequate justification for the benefit of an extended award. Multi- year awards are possible, based on the strength of the proposal and the availability of funds. Research Initiatives may include an application for a collaborative SURP Graduate Research Award, which, if selected, could provide up to three years of funding.

To strengthen the relationships between JPL and our strategic university partners, we encourage proposals describing research efforts that include activities to be performed jointly at JPL or at the partnering university via the exchange of personnel. Possible exchanges include students working at JPL under the co-supervision of the JPL Principal Investigator and university faculty, JPL investigators working at the strategic partner university, and faculty working at JPL. We also invite proposals that describe research performed jointly by a JPL team and by the academic faculty investigator while on sabbatical leave at JPL.

In addition, the principal investigators must be full-time JPL employees.
Topic Areas
JPL has identified 14 science and technology areas that are important for JPL's continuing contribution to NASA's future success and for which JPL's leadership is key. SURP concepts should address one of these strategic topic areas.

Submission Process Overview
A new proposal process has been adopted by the SURP program following a one year hiatus in awards by the program. A concept paper submission for SURP is now the first step in a two-step process. In this first step, principal investigators must submit a one-page concept paper for new concepts to an online submission site (The concept paper submission process is described below). Each concept will be reviewed by an expert peer panel and reviewed programmatically by JPL line and program managers. The recommendations will then be submitted to the Office of the Chief Scientist and Chief Technologist (OCSCT). The JPL Chief Scientist and Chief Technologist will review the recommendations and then approve which concepts will go forward to full proposals. In the second step, which will occur during a later Call for Proposals (anticipated April 2013), the authors of the approved concept papers will then be asked to submit a full proposal. The reason for the two-step process is to reduce the number of proposals written and thereby reducing the amount of unnecessary work by the authors and reviewers.

Concept papers must be submitted by 4 PM PST on Wednesday, February 27, 2013, in accordance with the following procedure (The submission site will be available from Feb 4 2013):

1. Download the 2014 SURP one-page concept paper template and complete each required section.

2. SURP Concept Papers should be submitted electronically either as a Microsoft Word document or as a PDF formatted document. 

· Attention to those using Microsoft Word -- If your Topic Area Concept Paper is submitted as a Microsoft Word document, please make sure the submitted file name is no longer than 28 characters and that it ends with the extension .doc (or .docx if you are using the newer version of Microsoft Word).

· Attention to those using Adobe PDF -- If your Topic Area Concept Paper is submitted as a PDF file, please be sure to embed ALL fonts in the PDF file. This ensures that the original fonts are used to display and to print on computers that may not have these fonts installed. Note that some versions of MS Word using Acrobat Assistant do not allow control over embedding of fonts. In that case, please print the Word document to "FILE" as a PRN or PS file and process through Acrobat Distiller to create the PDF. Note that you must still specify Embed All Fonts in your Print Setup dialog. If you need technical assistance please contact: Angela Pham, Angela.Pham@jpl.nasa.gov, 818-354-0477.

· The author is responsible for assuring the readability of the document. Documents that are unreadable cannot be accepted. If you need technical assistance please contact: Angela Pham, Angela.Pham@jpl.nasa.gov, 818-354-0477. 

3. The completed concept paper must be electronically submitted into the SURP Proposal Submission site - no hard copies are required.

Downloads
2014 SURP Concept Paper Template (Word 29KB, PDF 29KB)
2014 SURP Proposal Guidelines (Word 45KB, PDF 74KB)

Important Links
Strategic Topics
2014 SURP Proposal Submission Site
If you have any questions about the SURP Program or this Call for Concept Papers, please contact the SURP manager, Neil Murphy (818-354-8718).


